PRODUCTION AND THE IDEOLOGICAL SUPERSTRUCTURE
his adherents opinions which they did not hold. They
reproached Marx with denying the existence and opera-
tion of ideal driving forces in history. " On the con-
trary ", Cunow replied, " it is Marx's doctrine that the
economic forces must first be transformed into ideal
motives before they can compel men to act. These
ideal forces, however, are not primary: they are but
a secondary product of the economic system."
Here, again, Cunow's interpretation is manifestly
inexact. Marx did not go as far as that. The direct
effect of economic motives on men's thoughts and actions
is so patent in the majority of cases, both in everyday
life and in history, that Marx would never have said
anything so palpably preposterous. Marx did not assert
that economic changes actuate men solely in the shape
of ideal motives. All he said was that " in a social crisis
men grow conscious of the conflict between the productive
forces and the conditions of production, in ideological
forms ". Mr. John Strachey explains Marx's meaning
well by giving the following instance : " Men think that
they overthrow, say, a feudalistic monarchy for the sake
of the ideal of liberty, equality and fraternity. And so
they do. This is the only conscious motive in their heads,
and it is absurd to deny that it is their real motive. The
' ideology * (the general world outlook) of which the
slogan * liberty, equality and fraternity' is the epitome,
has filled their consciousness completely. It is only if
we go behind this ideology that we discover that it has
grown out of the conflict between changing, developing,
technical and economic conditions and a static political
structure." l We shall, in another place, examine whether
1 John Strachey, The Theory and Practice of Socialism, dfcu xxviiL,
" The Materialist Conception of History " (London, 1936), p. 362,
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